
Time to assess the beekeeping year and tuck your hives up for 
the winter 

My first Autumn Beekeeping Workshop saw us discussing feeding, varroa 
mites, and scrutinising the inspection board. Now is an important time for the 
bees as they are readying themselves for winter by reducing the laying rate of 
the queen and collecting as much pollen as possible, as this is what they’ll 
need to raise the new bees in the spring to replenish the population.  

Do keep up with various projects, courses and 
blogposts at my website, or email me at 
waywardbeecourses@gmail.com for info 
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More cockerels  
These Barnevelder 
bantams are ready 
to go to their new 

homes 

Autumn forage 
My bees are loving 

sedum in my 
garden

TREE BEES 
How bees live in the 

wild, and how we can 
use that knowledge 

with our hives 
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CARRY ON LEARNING  

Access continuing 
workshops with the 

Wayward Bee Academy
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CROCUS FOCUS  

Bulbs to help your bees 
during the crucial days 

of early spring
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wayward-bee.com 

@wayward__bee

http://wayward-bee.com
https://www.instagram.com/wayward__bee/
http://wayward-bee.com
https://www.instagram.com/wayward__bee/
mailto:waywardbeecourses@gmail.com


Bees in Trees 
Wild bee colonies   

I have a colony who swarmed from a long-
standing tree colony who live on National Trust 
property. Trees have far greater insulation than 
our flimsy hives: read about the capacity in this 
[rather charmingly translated] article here. 

LATE AUTUMN PREPARATION CHECKLIST: 

• Check for varroa drop and use BeeBase’s varroa 
calculator here to give an idea of mite numbers 

• Strap or weight the roof down and put in the 
varroa board for weekly inspecting 

• Watch for pollen being brought in: use your 
pollen chart to determine source 

• Investigate insulation options if you feel your 
hive needs it. WBCs or their lifts are useful. This 
“shell” was made by Bruce Knapp for his 
National. 

“Honeybees also use 
their mandibles as a 
weapon for biting a 
pest or predator” 

An interesting blogpost about bee jaws: 

https://www.honeybeesuite.com/the-marvel-of-
bee-mandibles/ 

When you check your inspection board for mites, 
see if any of them have dings and dents in their 
shiny shell - or carapace to give it the correct term - 
or have missing legs. Hygienic bees remove the 
mites by biting them. 

See this link for more information. 

Wayward Bee Academy 
Want to keep up with the Wayward Way?  

Once you have attended the Intro, Spring, 
Summer, and Autumn/Winter workshops, you 
can come to any of my courses again for half 
price.  

SEE THIS SECTION OF WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS
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PLANTING FOR SPRING FORAGE  
If you want to do something for not only your honeybees but other 
pollinators too, one of the best things is to plant some early spring 
forage. These Crocus tommasinianus flower from mid-February and 
being purple, are easy to spot by our bees. However, be mindful about 
where you purchase your bulbs...sadly many are treated with systemic  
insecticides that can be taken up by insects - the last thing they need at 
such an important time of year. Peter Nyssen stock bulbs which are not 
only pesticide-free, but also packaged in plastic-free bags. Check out 
this link and plant the bulbs somewhere that gets the sun for maximum 
benefit. They will multiply over the years to carpet the lawn. 

https://chelifer.de/hollow-tree/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/BeeDiseases/varroaCalculator.cfm
https://www.honeybeesuite.com/the-marvel-of-bee-mandibles/
https://www.honeybeesuite.com/the-marvel-of-bee-mandibles/
https://www.beeculture.com/breeding-mite-biting-bees-to-control-varroa/
https://wayward-bee.com/wayward-bee-academy/
https://www.peternyssen.com/autumn-planting/tommasinianus.html
https://www.peternyssen.com/autumn-planting/tommasinianus.html
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