
It’s been a good year for swarms, new beekeepers, honey, and 
home-reared chicks. 

I have noticed that the days are getting shorter, and often there is dew on the 
grass when I head out to feed the animals first thing. For some, this means a 
feeling of foreboding at the oncoming cooler, darker seasons, but for me there 
is a definite sense of welcome rest and recuperation on the horizon. Yes, I 
hate the mud, but the boundless energy of spring and summer can’t be 
maintained, and knowing there will soon be quiet and a chance to catch up is 
a much-needed tonic. Is that just me? Or beekeepers perhaps?  

Do keep up with various projects, courses and 
blogposts at my website, or email me at 
waywardbeecourses@gmail.com for info 
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Young cockerels  
These two lads are 
ready to go to their 

new homes 

Honey time 
Extraction is 

underway, with 
beautiful clear 

summer honey now 
available

NEW COURSES 
Autumn/Winter 

Beekeeping Workshop 

Gardening for Bees 

1
HONEY FOR SALE 

Clear and golden, raw 
summer honey is chock 

full of goodness

2
PHOTOSHOOT  

Look out for Issue 3 of 
Primary Paper: an 

unlikely combination of 
bees and fashion 

3
wayward-bee.com 

@wayward__bee

http://wayward-bee.com
https://www.instagram.com/wayward__bee/
mailto:waywardbeecourses@gmail.com
http://wayward-bee.com
https://www.instagram.com/wayward__bee/


New Courses at 
Wayward Bee 
Autumn/Winter Beekeeping Workshop  

This workshop will make sure your bees - and 
you - are prepared for the low season.  

Gardening for Bees and Wildlife 

Provide forage for your honeybees, learn how to 
cater for the native bees in your area, and 
discover the benefits to all wildlife by doing so. 

SEE COURSES SECTION OF WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

AUTUMN PREPARATION CHECKLIST: 

• reduce entrance to prevent wasps and bees 
robbing 

• ensure bees are tightly packed in to the available 
space: nuc box for tiny colony; brood box for 
small colony, brood+super for mature colony 

• take off excess honey to allow bees to backfill 
brood space, and feed back if necessary in 
spring 

• put inspection board under floor for a week or 
so to monitor varroa mite drop 

• leave your bees to winterise their hive as checks 
at this time can be disruptive as the bees are 
defensive, and any damage to the queen is 
irreparable at this stage 

“Post brood honey: rich 
taste and increased 
nutritional value” 

I have honey available to buy at £4.50 for 
8oz, and £7 for 12oz glass jars. Postage 
within UK available on request.  

Honey is only ever taken from the strongest 
hives, and the excess is fed back to them and the 
smaller colonies so they have more than enough 
to feed themselves over winter. I do not exclude 
the queen bee from any part of the hive, so the 
honey is complex in flavour and full of 
nutrients. The combs are crushed, strained, and 
the honey bottled after 24 hours. It retains the 
pollen, wax particles and the aromatics making 
it a truly natural and health-giving product. 

READ ABOUT RAW, POST-BROOD HONEY HERE 
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PRIMARY PAPER PHOTOSHOOT  
I was recently asked to be involved in a photoshoot for Primary Paper 
as the theme was Environment. It was brilliant fun to be part of the 
fashion shoot, and the photographer Morgan Hill-Murphy, stylist Kat 
Silva, model Aasmäe and the team enjoyed getting to grips with 
apiary life. I was keen to show that working with bees does not always 
require opening up the hive and getting the ubiquitous photo of a 
frame covered with bees. That is always impressive of course, but it 
does need to be the right conditions to open the hive; the bees’ needs 
come first, and I am hoping this article and the stunning photos will 
highlight just how fascinating bees can be without disturbing them.

https://wayward-bee.com/courses/
http://www.malfroysgold.com.au/wildhoney.html
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